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characteristics of the people of any country are in the
main innate characters. But there can be no serious
question that this popular assumption is erroneous and
that national characteristics, at any rate all those that
distinguish the peoples of the European countries, are
in the main the expressions of different traditions. There
are innate differences of mental constitution between the
races and sub-races of men and between the peoples of
the European countries; and these innate peculiarities
are very important, because they exert through long
periods of time a constant bias or moulding influence
upon the growth of national cultures and traditions.
But, relatively to the national peculiarities acquired by
each individual in virtue of his participation in the tradi-
tions of his country, the innate peculiarities are slight
and are almost completely obscured in each individual
by these superimposed acquired characters. If the reader
is inclined to doubt the truth of these statements, let
him make an effort of imagination and suppose that
throughout a period of half a century every child born
to English parents was at once exchanged (by the power
of a magician's wand) for an infant of the French, or
other European, nation. Soon after the close of this
period the English nation would be composed of indi-
viduals of French extraction, and the French nation of
individuals of English extraction. It is, I think, clear
that, in spite of this complete exchange of innate char-
acters between the two nations, there would be but
little immediate change of national characteristics. The
French people would still speak French, and the English
would speak English, with all the local diversities to
which we are accustomed and without perceptible change
of pronunciation. The religion of the French would
still be predominantly Roman Catholic, and the English
people would still present the same diversity of Pro-
testant creeds. The course of political institutions
would have suffered no profound change, the customs
and habits of the two peoples would exhibit only such
changes as might be attributed to the lapse of time, though
an acute observer might notice an appreciable approxima-